First Treasurer Of The United States

1. Unveiling the First US Treasurer 2. America's First Financial Guardian 3. Samuel Osgood: A Forgotten
Founder 4. Meet the First US Treasurer 5. The Man Who Shaped US Finance 6. Osgood's Legacy: US Treasury's
Birth 7. Before Hamilton: America's First Treasurer 8. Forgotten History: First US Treasurer 9. The Treasury's
Founding Father 10. Who Was the First US Treasurer? 10 Frequently Asked Questions: 1. Who was the first
Treasurer of the United States? 2. When did Samuel Osgood serve as Treasurer? 3. What were Samuel
Osgood's responsibilities? 4. What challenges did Osgood face as the first Treasurer? 5. What is the
significance of Osgood's role in US history? 6. How did Osgood's tenure compare to later Treasurers? 7. What
was the state of the US economy during Osgood's time? 8. What was the organizational structure of the
Treasury Department under Osgood? 9. What is the lasting impact of Osgood's work? 10. Where can I learn
more about Samuel Osgood? Post I. The Genesis of American Finance A. The nascent United States and its
fiscal predicament. B. The imperative for a national treasury. C. Introducing Samuel Osgood: A man of
consequence. Ill. Samuel Osgood: A Life Before the Treasury A. Early life and formative influences. B. Osgood's
pre-revolutionary activities. C. Political ascendance in the new nation. lll. The Appointment and the Mandate
A. The selection process and its implications. B. The nascent Treasury Department's structure. C. Osgood's
official duties and responsibilities. IV. Challenges and Tribultions of the Office A. The precarious financial state

of the newly formed nation. B. The complexities of managing disparate state debts. C. The absence of

infrastructural support. D. Osgood's ingenious solutions and circumventions. V. Osgood's Approach to Fiscal

Management A. Innovative strategies during a period of financial uncertainty. B. Osgood's pragmatic approach
to debt consolidation and finance. C. His interaction and negotiation with state governments. VI. Osgood’s
Interaction with Prominent Figures A. Osgood and Alexander Hamilton: A study in contrast. B. Navigating the
political landscape with deftness. C. The influence of other key players in fiscal policy. VII. The Legacies of a
Founding Father A. Osgood's contributions to early American finance. B. Assessing his financial impact. C. His
overall standing in American history. VIil. The End of an Era A. Osgood's departure from the Treasury. B. The
reasons behind his resignation. C. Reflections on his tenure and legacy. IX. Osgood's Post-Treasury Life A. His
subsequent activities and pursuits. B. A detailed analysis of his private life. C. His death and final resting
place. X. A Comparative Analysis A. Osgood's tenure compared to his successors. B. His administration in
relation to the burgeoning financial crisis. C. A retrospective view of his administration. XI. Conclusion: The
Enduring Impact of Osgood A. A summation of Osgood’s contributions. B. Osgood's legacy to the modern
United States. C. A plea for rediscovering overshadowed American heroes. XIl. Further Study: Resources and
Further Reading. Post : |. The Genesis of American Finance The fledgling United States, birthed from
revolution, faced a Herculean task: forging a nation from disparate colonies, each with its own unique financial
landscape. A unified treasury was paramount, not merely an administrative detail, but the very sinew of
national cohesion; its absence risked balkanization and economic chaos. Enter Samuel Osgood, a figure less
celebrated than his contemporaries, yet crucial to the nation's nascent financial stability. Il. Samuel Osgood: A
Life Before the Treasury Born into relative obscurity, Osgood's trajectory illustrates the fluidity of early
American life; he was a delegate to the Continental Congress - a man of considerable influence and acumen, a
deft politician navigating the treacherous waters of early American politics. lll. The Appointment and the
Mandate Osgood's appointment, though relatively unheralded in historical accounts, was momentous. He
received significant support. He inherited a ramshackle department; creating order from chaos, his mandate
was nothing less than to lay the foundation for a robust American financial system. His responsibilities
encompassed a vast portfolio - the collection of revenue, disbursement of funds, and the management of the
public debt. His initial task began with the establishment of clear financial practices. IV. Challenges and
Tribulations of the Office The new nation’s fiscal situation was parlous. State debts were a Gordian knot,

intertwined with wartime expenses. Resources were scant, bureaucratic structures rudimentary at best. Yet,

Osgood, with remarkable perspicacity, tackled the problems. He crafted a fiscal plan using a multifaceted

approach, negotiating with state authorities. V. Osgood's Approach to Fiscal Management His strategies were
a blend of pragmatism and ingenuity, a fusion of resourcefulness and political acumen. His approach included
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innovative methods of revenue collection and an attempt at systematic debt consolidation, both bold
measures for the time. He successfully navigated the complex interactions between state finances and the
nation's need for a unified financial structure. VI. Osgood’s Interaction with Prominent Figures Osgood’s
relationship with Alexander Hamilton, a pivotal figure in the nascent financial system, was complex and

marked by some amount of professional friction. He often found himself a mediator amongst competing
factions within the government, navigating treacherous political currents with quiet competence. His
interactions with other key financial figures shaped the direction of early American financial policy. VII. The
Legacies of a Founding Father Osgood's impact is less readily visible than that of some of his contemporaries;
however, it was profound and far-reaching. His influence on the foundations of American finance is
demonstrably important. His prudent management laid the groundwork for future stability, and even now his
contributions continue to serve as a cornerstone of the national treasury. VIIl. The End of an Era His departure
from the Treasury Department wasn’t a dramatic event in the annals of American history; however, it marked
a noticeable shift in the early American fiscal landscape. He left an indelible mark, a legacy often overlooked
in the grand narrative of American finance. IX. Osgood's Post-Treasury Life After resigning, Osgood continued
to serve the nation. His post-office career further demonstrates his contributions to the country’s
infrastructure. Unlike many Founders, Osgood's later years are less well-documented, leaving an echo of
intrigue surrounding the twilight of his era. X. A Comparative Analysis Comparing Osgood's tenure with

subsequent Treasurers reveals the monumental challenge he faced in establishing the very foundations of the
American financial system. His term provides a crucial benchmark against which to measure the successes and

shortcomings of later financial leaders. His achievements, when analyzed in conjunction with failures, paint an
insightful picture of the early American fiscal realities. XI. Conclusion: The Enduring Impact of Osgood
Osgood's contributions, while often understated, were essential to the development of American finance. His
administrative skill quietly facilitated the growth of a stable fiscal system, and his legacy is directly reflected
in the organization and management of the current US Treasury. He exemplified the quiet dedication often
needed for nation-building. Xll. Further Study: Researchers are encouraged to consult primary sources from relevant
historical archives. Further insight can be found in several scholarly s published on this significant figure in the country's
early years.

The Unsung Architect: A Deep Dive into the First Treasurer of
the United States

The echoes of the American Revolution still resonate, a testament to the bold vision and tireless dedication of the Founding
Fathers. We often speak of the presidents, the generals, and the brilliant minds who drafted the Constitution. But beneath
the surface of these iconic figures lies a crucial, often overlooked, cornerstone of the nascent nation: its first Treasurer. This
individual, tasked with the monumental and precarious job of managing the fledgling country's finances, was no mere
bookkeeper. They were an architect of economic stability, a navigator of uncharted fiscal waters, and a pivotal figure in
establishing the very credibility of the United States. So, who was this vital, yet perhaps lesser-known, member of America's
founding team? Let's pull back the curtain and shine a light on the life, challenges, and lasting legacy of the first Treasurer of
the United States.

The Man Behind the Money: Introducing Michael Hillegas

The honor of being the first Treasurer of the United States fell to a man named Michael Hillegas. Born in Philadelphia in
1729, Hillegas was not a lawyer or a military man, but a businessman. He was a successful merchant and a skilled
craftsman, known for his strong work ethic and his reputation for integrity within his community. This background proved
invaluable as he transitioned from the private sector to the daunting public service of managing the nation's purse strings.
Before the official establishment of the United States as a sovereign entity, Hillegas was already serving in a significant
financial capacity. During the colonial era and the early days of the Revolution, he was a member of the Pennsylvania
Assembly and later served on the Committee of Safety. His role in these bodies gave him early experience in public finance



and demonstrated his commitment to the cause of independence. When the Continental Congress decided to establish a
formal Treasury Department in 1775, the need for a trustworthy and capable individual to lead it was paramount. Michael
Hillegas, with his proven financial acumen and his unwavering patriotism, was the clear choice. He was appointed as the first
*Continental Treasurer*, a title that would evolve into the Treasurer of the United States.

A Nation in Debt: The Herculean Task of the First Treasurer

Imagine inheriting a national treasury that was, to put it mildly, a bit of a mess. That was the reality for Michael Hillegas. The
newly formed United States was not only in the midst of a costly war for independence but also burdened by existing debts
from the colonial period. There was no established banking system, no stable currency, and a significant lack of revenue.
Hillegas's responsibilities were immense and multifaceted. He was tasked with: * Collecting and disbursing funds: This
involved managing the flow of money for the war effort, paying soldiers, procuring supplies, and handling other essential
government expenses. * Issuing and managing currency: The Continental Congress authorized the printing of paper
money, known as "Continental Currency." Hillegas was responsible for overseeing this process, a task fraught with peril as
the currency's value was constantly under threat from inflation. * Managing government accounts: He had to maintain
meticulous records of all income and expenditures, a significant challenge in an era without modern accounting software or
widespread literacy. * Liaising with lenders and creditors: The young nation needed to secure loans from foreign powers
and domestic sources. Hillegas played a crucial role in these negotiations, trying to instill confidence in a government that
was still finding its footing. * Advising on fiscal policy: While not his primary role, Hillegas's insights into the financial
realities of the nation were undoubtedly valuable to the Continental Congress as they grappled with economic challenges.
The challenges Hillegas faced were compounded by the ongoing war. Supply lines were disrupted, tax collection was
unreliable, and the very existence of the nation was in question. He had to operate with limited resources, often relying on
his own ingenuity and the cooperation of a nascent government.

The Shadow of Inflation: Navigating the "Not Worth a Continental"
Crisis

One of the most significant economic crises Hillegas had to confront was the rampant inflation that plagued the Continental
Currency. The war effort required massive expenditures, and the Congress, lacking the ability to levy significant taxes,
resorted to printing more and more money. This oversupply, coupled with a lack of confidence in the government, led to
hyperinflation. The phrase "not worth a Continental" became a common expression, reflecting the drastic devaluation of the
paper money. This had devastating consequences for the economy, making it difficult to conduct trade, pay for goods, and
maintain stability. Hillegas, as the keeper of the nation's finances, was at the epicenter of this crisis. While he couldn't
single-handedly solve the problem of inflation, which was largely a consequence of wartime exigencies and fiscal policy, his
role involved managing the distribution of this depreciating currency and working to mitigate its effects. He had to ensure
that essential payments were made, even as the value of the money he was disbursing dwindled. This period highlights the
immense pressure and the near-impossible task of managing finances in a nation at war. It also underscores the importance
of a stable currency, a lesson learned at great cost and a goal that subsequent treasurers and administrations would strive
to achieve.

Beyond the Ledger: Hillegas's Contributions to a New Nation

While his title was "Treasurer," Michael Hillegas's impact extended far beyond mere accounting. His consistent presence and
his dedication through the tumultuous years of the Revolution provided a crucial element of continuity and stability in the
government's financial operations. * Building Credibility: By diligently managing the nation's funds, however limited, and
by demonstrating honesty and integrity, Hillegas helped to build trust in the new government, both domestically and
internationally. This was essential for securing future loans and establishing trade relations. * Facilitating the War Effort:
Without a functional treasury, the Continental Army would have struggled to secure the resources necessary to fight and win
the war. Hillegas's work, though often behind the scenes, was integral to the success of the Revolution. * Laying the
Groundwork for the Treasury Department: Hillegas’s tenure established the foundational principles and operational
necessities of the office of the Treasurer. He demonstrated the critical role this position would play in the future of the
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United States. The Treasury Department, as we know it today, owes a debt to his pioneering work. * A Symbol of
Resilience: In a time of immense uncertainty, Hillegas's unwavering commitment to his duties served as a quiet but
powerful symbol of the nation's resilience and its determination to forge a new path. His service didn't end with the war.
Hillegas continued to serve as Treasurer under the Articles of Confederation and, impressively, was reappointed by President
George Washington in 1789 when the U.S. Constitution established the Treasury Department. He continued in this role until
1795, a remarkable tenure that spanned the critical formative years of the United States.

The Enduring Legacy of the First Treasurer

Michael Hillegas may not be a household name like Washington, Jefferson, or Franklin. His name doesn't adorn monuments
or feature prominently in historical dramas. Yet, his contribution to the founding of the United States is undeniable. He was a
man of substance, entrusted with the delicate and vital task of managing the nation's finances during its most precarious
moments. His story is a reminder that nations are built not only by grand pronouncements and battlefield victories but also
by the diligent, often unglamorous, work of individuals who ensure the fundamental machinery of government can function.
The first Treasurer of the United States, Michael Hillegas, was one such individual. His legacy is woven into the very fabric of
American economic stability. He demonstrated the importance of fiscal responsibility, the challenges of managing public
debt, and the critical role of a trustworthy treasury in a sovereign nation. As we look back at the birth of the United States,
let us also remember the unsung architects, the financial guardians like Michael Hillegas, who helped lay the solid
groundwork for the nation we know today. His commitment and integrity in the face of immense adversity truly made him a
pivotal figure in American history. The role of the Treasurer of the United States, a position he so ably pioneered,
remains a critical pillar of the nation's financial health.

The First Treasurer of the United States: Foundations of
Financial Leadership

The establishment of the United States’ treasury system was a pivotal moment in the nation’s early governance, and the
appointment of its first treasurer laid a crucial foundation for economic stability and federal authority. Following the
ratification of the U.S. Constitution, the fledgling government recognized the urgent need to manage public funds, honor war
debts, and establish a credible financial reputation. In this critical context, Alexander Hamilton emerged as a defining
figure—not simply as a name in history, but as the individual entrusted with the nation’s first treasury role, shaping the very
architecture of American fiscal policy.

A Visionary Appointment in a Fragile Nation

After the Revolutionary War, the United States faced staggering national debt, uneven state contributions, and widespread
financial uncertainty. The Constitution granted Congress the power to coin money and borrow for the common defense, but
translating this authority into effective governance required skilled leadership. In 1789, George Washington, the nation’s first
president, appointed Alexander Hamilton as Secretary of the Treasury—a role functionally equivalent to that of a treasurer.
Though the exact title evolved over time, Hamilton’s responsibilities encompassed managing federal revenues, directing
debt repayment, overseeing the creation of a national bank, and establishing a coherent tax system. His tenure marked the
birth of centralized financial administration in the United States, setting precedents that endure in modern economic
governance.

Key Responsibilities and Foundational Achievements

As the first treasurer, Hamilton confronted monumental challenges. He devised a plan to assume state revolutionary debts,
thereby binding states to the federal government and strengthening national unity. Through diligent oversight, he ensured
efficient collection of customs duties and excise taxes, laying the groundwork for sustainable federal revenue. Perhaps most
significantly, Hamilton championed the creation of the First Bank of the United States, a cornerstone institution that



stabilized currency, facilitated credit, and enabled large-scale government borrowing. These measures transformed a
fragmented collection of states into a financially coherent union capable of standing on the global economic stage.

Broader Impacts and Lasting Legacy

Hamilton’s stewardship as the de facto first treasurer had profound and enduring implications. By instituting sound fiscal
practices, he instilled investor confidence, attracting both domestic and foreign capital essential for the young nation’s
growth. His policies reinforced the federal government'’s authority over financial matters, setting a precedent for executive
economic leadership that subsequent administrations would follow. The systems he implemented—debt management, tax
administration, and central banking—became integral to the nation’s resilience during periods of economic upheaval. His
vision helped forge a robust, credible financial identity, enabling the United States to emerge as an economic powerhouse in
the centuries that followed.

Applications and Relevance in Today’'s Economy

The principles established during Hamilton’s tenure continue to resonate in modern fiscal policy. The emphasis on federal
responsibility for national debt, the importance of transparent revenue collection, and the role of central financial institutions
remain central to economic stability. Contemporary treasurers and finance ministers draw inspiration from the foundational
work of Hamilton, adapting his principles to address challenges like inflation, budget deficits, and global financial integration.
His legacy underscores the enduring truth that effective financial leadership is not merely administrative—it is
transformative, shaping the trajectory of nations.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Treasury Leadership

As the United States navigates an increasingly complex global economy, the role of the treasurer remains indispensable.
Future leaders in this office must balance innovation with tradition, leveraging digital technologies and data analytics to
enhance fiscal transparency and efficiency. Climate finance, cybersecurity in financial infrastructure, and sustainable
economic growth are emerging priorities that demand adaptive, forward-thinking stewardship. The first treasurer’'s example
reminds us that strong financial leadership is rooted in vision, integrity, and a deep commitment to the public good. In
honoring that legacy, the United States continues to build a treasury system capable of meeting the challenges of tomorrow,
ensuring economic resilience and enduring prosperity.

Reading habits rarely stay the same throughout a lifetime. They shift as responsibilities grow, environments change, and
priorities evolve. What remains constant is the human need to understand, to learn, and to make sense of information. The
ability to download First Treasurer Of The United States fits naturally into this ongoing adjustment, offering a form of
access that adapts rather than demands. Many people discover that learning works best when it feels available, not
imposed. Downloadable books allow readers to approach knowledge on their own terms. There is no fixed schedule, no
external pressure, and no requirement to move at a predetermined pace. A book can be opened briefly, closed without guilt,
and reopened later with fresh perspective. This freedom changes how readers relate to content. Instead of rushing to finish,
they linger. They pause at ideas that resonate and skip ahead when curiosity leads elsewhere. First Treasurer Of The
United States becomes a space for exploration rather than a task to complete. Time, often considered the biggest obstacle
to learning, becomes more manageable in this format. Small moments accumulate. A few paragraphs during a break, a short
section before sleep, or a quick reference during work gradually build understanding. Learning becomes woven into daily
routines instead of competing with them. Portability reinforces this integration. Carrying entire libraries in one place removes
the need to choose a single book for a single moment. Readers move fluidly between subjects, returning to familiar ideas or
venturing into new territory without hesitation. This flexibility encourages intellectual curiosity rather than limiting it. PDF
files support this approach through consistency. Pages remain structured, visuals stay aligned, and references stay intact.
Readers do not need to adjust to changing layouts or formats. The material feels stable, allowing attention to remain on
meaning and interpretation. Interaction deepens engagement. Highlighted passages capture moments of clarity. Notes
preserve personal reflections. Bookmarks act as gentle reminders rather than final stops. Over time, First Treasurer Of
The United States becomes layered with the reader’s thoughts, creating a dialogue between text and experience. Search
tools quietly enhance confidence. Knowing that information can be found quickly encourages readers to return often. They
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revisit sections, clarify doubts, and reinforce understanding without frustration. This ease transforms books into dependable
companions rather than static resources. Affordability also influences how freely people explore. When access is affordable
or free through legal platforms, curiosity carries less risk. Readers experiment with unfamiliar topics, knowing that
exploration does not require significant commitment. This openness often leads to unexpected insights. Libraries such as
Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and Internet Archive provide access to a wide range of works that continue to shape
learning worldwide. Academic repositories complement these collections by offering research and analysis that deepen
understanding. Together, they form a network that supports independent growth. Choosing legitimate sources matters.
Trusted platforms ensure accuracy, safety, and respect for intellectual contributions. Responsible access helps preserve the
availability of knowledge while protecting users from unreliable content. In professional contexts, downloadable books
become tools for reflection and reference. They support decision-making, problem-solving, and skill development.
Professionals consult them quietly, returning when clarity is needed rather than treating learning as a separate activity.
Students benefit in similar ways. Learning becomes more personal when materials are always accessible. Revisiting difficult
sections, reviewing notes, and preparing at one’s own pace supports confidence and comprehension. The learning process
feels adaptable rather than rigid. Different reading styles find equal support. Some readers prefer steady progression, while
others move intuitively between sections. Digital formats accommodate both without judgment. First Treasurer Of The
United States remains flexible enough to support diverse approaches. Accessibility features further widen participation.
Adjustable text size, reading assistance, and compatibility with support tools ensure that learning remains open to
individuals with different needs. These features quietly remove barriers that once limited access. Organization becomes a

natural part of learning. Digital libraries grow alongside interests and goals. Files remain searchable, notes preserved, and
insights easy to revisit. Learning feels cumulative rather than fragmented. Another subtle change appears in confidence.
When readers know they can return at any time, pressure fades. Understanding develops gradually through repetition and
reflection. Ideas settle more deeply when they are revisited rather than rushed. Global access adds richness to the
experience. Readers from different cultures and backgrounds engage with the same material, often interpreting ideas
through different lenses. This shared access broadens perspective and encourages thoughtful comparison. Exploration
becomes easier when effort is low. Readers venture beyond familiar subjects, connecting ideas across disciplines. This cross-
pollination strengthens creativity and critical thinking, allowing knowledge to grow organically. Long-term engagement
becomes possible when resources remain available. Notes saved today support understanding tomorrow. Bookmarks placed
months ago still guide attention. Learning stretches across time rather than resetting with each new resource. The role of
books subtly shifts. Instead of being consumed once, they remain present. They wait patiently, ready to be reopened when
curiosity returns. This availability transforms reading into an ongoing relationship rather than a single event. Digital literacy
develops naturally through this interaction. Readers become comfortable managing files, evaluating sources, and navigating
information. These skills extend beyond reading, supporting broader academic and professional competence. The appeal of
downloading First Treasurer Of The United States lies not only in convenience, but in how it supports sustainable
learning habits. It aligns with real-life rhythms rather than idealized schedules. Learning becomes something that adapts to

life, not something life must adjust for. As interests change, resources remain flexible. Readers return with new questions,
different perspectives, and deeper curiosity. The same text offers new insights depending on context and experience. This
adaptability supports lifelong learning. Knowledge does not stagnate when access remains constant. Instead, it grows
alongside changing goals, responsibilities, and understanding. Books become quieter companions. They do not demand
attention, yet remain available. They offer structure without pressure and depth without rigidity. Over time, these qualities
shape mindset. Learning feels approachable. Curiosity feels welcomed. Understanding feels earned rather than forced.
Accessing First Treasurer Of The United States in this way reflects a broader shift in how people engage with
information. It prioritizes continuity over completion, reflection over speed, and curiosity over obligation. Rather than

marking an endpoint, each return to the text opens a new entry point. Ideas evolve, questions deepen, and understanding
grows gradually. In this space, learning continues without announcement. It moves alongside daily life, responding to
moments of interest, quiet reflection, and renewed curiosity. And in that steady presence, knowledge remains not as a
destination, but as something that stays close, ready whenever it is needed.

Questions & Answers About first treasurer of the united



states

No Question Answer

1 Who was the very first Treasurer of the The first Treasurer of the United States was Michael Hillegas.
United States?

2 When did Michael Hillegas serve as the Michael Hillegas served as the first Treasurer from September 10, 1775,
first Treasurer? to September 11, 1789.

3 What body appointed the first Treasurer? | The first Treasurer, Michael Hillegas, was appointed by the Second

Continental Congress.

4 Was Michael Hillegas the only person to | No, Michael Hillegas served alongside two other individuals who were
hold the title of Treasurer during the also called "Treasurers' by the Continental Congress, but he is officially
Continental Congress era? recognized as the first to hold the title during the transition to the

United States government.

5 What were Michael Hillegas's main His primary duty was to manage the finances of the fledgling nation,
responsibilities as the first Treasurer? including overseeing the issuance and redemption of currency and

keeping financial records.

6 Where was Michael Hillegas from? Michael Hillegas was from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

7 What was the financial situation like The financial situation was extremely challenging, as the nation was at
when the first Treasurer took office? war and relied on a newly established, often unstable, currency.

8 Did the role of Treasurer exist before the | Yes, the role existed in a precursor capacity under the Continental
United States officially formed? Congress before the ratification of the U.S. Constitution, with Michael

Hillegas being the first to hold the formal title.

9 What happened to the office of Treasurer | After Hillegas's tenure, the office continued under the new U.S. Treasury

after Michael Hillegas's term ended? Department, established by the Constitution and led by Alexander
Hamilton as the first Secretary of the Treasury.

10 | Is there any notable aspect of Michael Hillegas is remembered for his diligent work in managing the nation's

Hillegas's legacy as the first Treasurer? finances during a critical and turbulent period of its formation.
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eBook Resource

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks provide structured digital knowledge.

Core Discussion

Digital books help readers maintain productivity.

Practical Use

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks support consistent study routines.

Conclusion

Digital reading improves access to information.
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Focused presentation improves engagement and comprehension.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks are effective tools for refreshing knowledge before projects, meetings, or
assessments.

Students often find First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks easier to integrate into academic routines because they can
be accessed across multiple devices.

Repetition strengthens understanding.

This integration enhances knowledge management and recall.

Many learners report improved discipline when using First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks support offline access once downloaded.

Businesses leverage First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks to onboard new employees efficiently and consistently.
This reduction helps learners maintain control over information intake.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks encourage self-paced learning, allowing individuals to revisit complex concepts
multiple times without pressure or limitation.

One key advantage of First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks is their ability to integrate seamlessly into digital
lifestyles.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks allow readers to highlight, annotate, and save important sections, improving
retention and long-term understanding.

The accessibility of First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks supports lifelong learning by making knowledge available to
users at any stage of their personal or professional development.

Professionals using First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks can quickly refresh their knowledge before meetings,
presentations, or decision-making processes.

This shift allows readers to engage with First Treasurer Of The United States content without the physical constraints
traditionally associated with printed materials.

This durability makes First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks suitable for ongoing study, professional reference, and
skill reinforcement.

Organizations often adopt First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks as part of internal training programs due to their
scalability and cost efficiency.

Logical sequencing reduces cognitive overload.
Reusable content supports long-term learning goals.
First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks fit naturally into disciplined study routines.

Ultimately, First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks provide a stable, structured, and enduring approach to knowledge
preservation and learning.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks help learners manage long-term educational goals.

This autonomy encourages deeper understanding and reduces learning-related stress.

Readers use First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks to revisit core principles.

Students benefit from First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks through consistent formatting and layout.

Many organizations incorporate First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks into internal training systems to ensure
standardized knowledge transfer.



For long-term learning goals, First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks provide consistency and reliability as core study
materials.

Consistent engagement with First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks helps reinforce learning routines and intellectual
discipline.

Updates can be deployed without reprinting or redistribution delays.

Many learners prefer First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks for their portability.
Dedicated reading reduces multitasking.

Baseline knowledge supports independent research.

Platform independence enhances longevity.

This reduction helps learners maintain control over information intake.

The searchable structure of First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks makes it easy to locate specific information without
rereading entire chapters.

When learning materials are readily available, readers are more likely to return regularly.
This autonomy encourages deeper understanding and reduces learning-related stress.

Readers benefit from First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks by reducing distractions commonly found in unstructured
online content.

Students often find First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks easier to integrate into academic routines because they can
be accessed across multiple devices.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks represent a shift in how information is consumed, prioritizing convenience,
efficiency, and adaptability in modern learning environments.

The searchable structure of First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks makes it easy to locate specific information without
rereading entire chapters.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks adapt to individual learning preferences through customizable reading settings.
This long-term usability makes First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks suitable for repeated consultation.

Digital formats ensure identical learning materials for all participants.

This autonomy encourages deeper understanding and reduces learning-related stress.

The adaptability of First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks makes them suitable for beginners, intermediate learners,
and advanced professionals alike.

Organizations adopt First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks to reduce training costs.
First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks align with documentation-driven workflows.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks are cost-effective solutions for learners seeking high-value educational
resources.

This reduction helps learners maintain control over information intake.

Many readers prefer First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks due to their flexibility and ability to adapt to individual
reading habits. Adjustable fonts, searchable text, and portable access significantly improve comprehension and
engagement.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks are suitable for individual learners, teams, and organizations seeking scalable
education tools.
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First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks function as dependable educational anchors.

Professionals rely on First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks to maintain relevance in rapidly evolving industries.
Centralization improves efficiency.

Standardized content improves clarity and reduces misinterpretation.

With First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks, learners can personalize their reading experience by adjusting font size,
background color, and layout to improve comfort and comprehension.

Students benefit from First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks through consistent formatting and layout.
Quick access to organized material improves decision-making efficiency.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks provide measurable educational value.

Structured chapters promote steady progress.

For educators, First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks provide a reliable medium to distribute standardized learning
materials consistently.

Resilient knowledge adapts over time.
Clear goals improve consistency.

The digital nature of First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks makes distribution fast and efficient, enabling instant
access to updated information without the delays associated with print publishing.

Readers often return to First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks as reference tools.

This integration enhances knowledge management and recall.

Thoughtful reading supports critical thinking.

Stability encourages confidence in materials.

Professionals often prefer First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks for reference-based learning.

The structured format of First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks helps learners follow logical progressions from basic
concepts to advanced applications.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks provide a reliable baseline for further exploration.

Professionals often rely on First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks for ongoing skill maintenance.

These interactive features help learners transform passive reading into an engaged and intentional learning process.
Focused presentation improves engagement and comprehension.

Quick access to organized material improves decision-making efficiency.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks support diverse learning styles by combining structured text with optional
multimedia references.

Through structured chapters, First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks guide readers from conceptual understanding to
practical application.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks provide a structured and reliable way to consume knowledge in an increasingly
digital world.

Clear goals improve consistency.
These interactive features help learners transform passive reading into an engaged and intentional learning process.

Readers benefit from First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks by reducing distractions found in unstructured web



content.
First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks are frequently referenced during planning and execution phases.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks align with contemporary reading habits by supporting short, focused study
sessions.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks are widely used for independent learning and long-term reference, allowing
readers to access structured information without physical limitations. Digital formats support consistent knowledge
acquisition across various learning environments.

Readers benefit from First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks by gaining instant access to organized material.
Entire libraries can be accessed from a single device.

This integration allows learners to connect reading materials with broader knowledge management practices.
Updates maintain long-term relevance.

Structured chapters promote steady progress.

Continuous engagement with First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks helps reinforce habits that lead to long-term
intellectual growth.

Reduced paper usage contributes to environmental efficiency.
Consistency reduces cognitive load and enhances focus.

Digital reading makes First Treasurer Of The United States knowledge easier to access by reducing barriers related to
location, cost, and physical storage requirements.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks are frequently updated to reflect current standards, practices, and emerging
trends.

Digital learning through First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks aligns well with modern productivity systems and digital
note-taking tools.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks are suitable for learners at different experience levels.

The flexibility of First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks allows learners to combine structured study with real-world
experimentation.

The low entry barrier of First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks allows learners to start new subjects without significant
financial investment.

Offline availability supports uninterrupted study.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks empower users to track progress, set learning milestones, and maintain
motivation over time.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks enable careful pacing.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks are particularly valuable for independent learners who prefer flexible and self-
directed educational resources.

Digital reading makes First Treasurer Of The United States knowledge easier to access by reducing barriers related to
location, cost, and physical storage requirements.

Organizations often adopt First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks as part of internal training programs due to their
scalability and cost efficiency.

This shift allows readers to engage with First Treasurer Of The United States content without the physical constraints
traditionally associated with printed materials.
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First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks enable consistent formatting, which improves reading flow.
First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks help learners organize complex ideas.
Formal presentation supports serious study.

The portability of First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks ensures that learning materials are always available, whether
at home, in the office, or while traveling.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks help bridge the gap between theory and practice through structured
explanations.

Digital learning through First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks aligns well with modern productivity systems and digital
note-taking tools.

Readers benefit from First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks by reducing distractions commonly found in unstructured
online content.

Routine engagement builds learning momentum.
First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks help learners organize complex ideas.
Educators use First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks to deliver standardized curricula.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks encourage self-paced learning, allowing individuals to revisit complex concepts
multiple times without pressure or limitation.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks are effective tools for refreshing knowledge before projects, meetings, or
assessments.

Readers can maintain extensive libraries without space limitations.
Digital materials eliminate printing and logistics expenses.
As technology evolves, First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks continue to offer stability.

The searchable format of First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks makes it easier to locate specific information without
rereading entire chapters.

Clear explanations support real-world use.

Digital materials ensure consistent knowledge transfer across teams.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks are widely used in professional development programs.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks adapt to individual learning preferences through customizable reading settings.
First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks remain relevant as digital learning expands.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks support intentional learning by encouraging focused reading.
Standardized content improves clarity and reduces misinterpretation.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks encourage methodical learning approaches.

Digital storage ensures content remains accessible without physical deterioration.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks fit naturally into disciplined study routines.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks remain relevant as digital learning expands.

Unlike short-form content, First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks emphasize depth over immediacy.
Many learners prefer First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks for their portability.

First Treasurer Of The United States eBooks support self-paced learning.



Digital reading makes First Treasurer Of The United States knowledge easier to access by reducing barriers related to
location, cost, and physical storage requirements.

Comprehensive Guide to Maximizing PDF Usage

PDF files have become a cornerstone of digital documentation, education, and professional communication. Their reliability,
consistency, and broad compatibility make them an ideal format for distributing structured information. When using First
Treasurer Of The United States in PDF form, understanding advanced usage strategies helps users unlock the full potential of
the format while maintaining efficiency, accessibility, and long-term usability.

Unlike editable document formats, PDFs are designed to preserve layout integrity. Fonts, spacing, images, and formatting
remain unchanged regardless of device or operating system. This consistency ensures that First Treasurer Of The United
States appears exactly as intended, whether accessed on a desktop computer, tablet, or mobile phone. As a result, PDFs are
widely used for guides, manuals, research papers, reports, and educational materials.

Why PDF remains a preferred digital format

The popularity of PDF files is rooted in their stability and universal support. Most modern devices include built-in PDF
readers, reducing the need for additional software. This convenience allows users to access First Treasurer Of The United
States instantly without compatibility concerns. Furthermore, PDF files support advanced features such as embedded links,
bookmarks, multimedia elements, and interactive forms, expanding their functionality beyond static documents.

Another reason PDFs remain relevant is their suitability for long-term storage. Unlike proprietary formats that may change
over time, PDFs follow well-established standards. This makes them ideal for archiving important documents, references,
and learning resources like First Treasurer Of The United States. Organizations and individuals alike rely on PDFs to maintain
consistent access over many years.

Optimizing PDFs for readability

Readability plays a crucial role in how users engage with long documents. Adjusting zoom levels, page layout modes, and
display settings can significantly improve comfort. Many PDF readers offer features such as continuous scrolling, two-page
view, and night mode. These tools help tailor the reading experience to individual preferences when exploring First
Treasurer Of The United States.

Font clarity and contrast also affect readability. PDFs with clean typography and sufficient spacing reduce eye strain during
extended reading sessions. When possible, choosing readers that support text reflow can further enhance readability on
smaller screens without disrupting the document structure.

Advanced navigation techniques

Large PDF files benefit greatly from structured navigation. Bookmarks act as shortcuts to major sections, allowing users to
jump directly to relevant content. Internal links and clickable tables of contents further streamline navigation, saving time
and reducing frustration when referencing First Treasurer Of The United States.

Page thumbnails provide a visual overview of the document, making it easier to locate specific sections. Combined with
keyword search functionality, these tools transform large PDFs into efficient reference materials rather than static blocks of
text.

Efficient search and information retrieval

One of the strongest advantages of PDFs is searchable text. Instead of scanning pages manually, users can quickly locate
specific terms, phrases, or topics. This capability is particularly valuable for research-heavy documents such as First
Treasurer Of The United States, where quick access to information improves productivity and comprehension.

Some advanced PDF readers offer search filters, allowing users to navigate through results systematically. This feature is
useful when working with complex documents containing repeated terminology or technical language.
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Annotation, highlighting, and collaboration

Annotations turn PDFs into interactive tools. Highlighting key passages, adding comments, and inserting notes help users
engage actively with the content. These features are especially helpful for students, researchers, and professionals who rely
on First Treasurer Of The United States for study or reference.

Collaborative workflows also benefit from annotation tools. Shared PDFs allow multiple users to leave comments or
feedback, making PDFs suitable for review processes and group projects. Saving annotated versions ensures that insights
and discussions remain documented within the file itself.

Managing file size without losing quality

Large PDFs can be challenging to store and share. Optimizing file size improves performance and accessibility. Image
compression, font optimization, and removal of unnecessary metadata help reduce size while preserving visual quality. Well-
optimized versions of First Treasurer Of The United States load faster and require less storage space.

Splitting very large PDFs into smaller sections is another effective strategy. This approach improves navigation and allows
users to access specific parts of the document without loading the entire file at once.

Security considerations for PDF files

PDFs offer built-in security options, including password protection and permission settings. These features help prevent
unauthorized editing, copying, or printing. When distributing First Treasurer Of The United States, applying appropriate
security settings ensures content integrity while maintaining accessibility for intended users.

However, security should be balanced with usability. Overly restrictive settings may hinder legitimate use. Choosing the
right level of protection depends on the purpose of the document and the audience it serves.

Avoiding corrupted or unreadable files

File corruption can occur due to interrupted downloads, storage issues, or incompatible software. To minimize risk, users
should download PDFs from trusted sources and verify file integrity when possible. Keeping backup copies of First Treasurer
Of The United States provides an extra layer of protection against data loss.

Regularly updating PDF readers also helps prevent errors. Newer versions include bug fixes and improved compatibility with
modern PDF standards, reducing the likelihood of display or loading problems.

Cross-device compatibility and syncing

Modern users often switch between devices throughout the day. PDFs support this flexibility, allowing seamless access
across platforms. Cloud storage solutions enable syncing, ensuring that the latest version of First Treasurer Of The United
States is available everywhere.

When using annotations across devices, enabling proper synchronization is essential. Some readers offer account-based
syncing, while others require manual export. Understanding these options helps maintain consistency and prevents lost
notes.

Organizing a growing PDF library

As digital libraries expand, organization becomes increasingly important. Clear folder structures, descriptive filenames, and
consistent naming conventions make it easier to manage multiple PDFs. Categorizing documents by topic, purpose, or date
helps users locate First Treasurer Of The United States quickly when needed.

Regular maintenance sessions prevent clutter. Reviewing files periodically, removing outdated versions, and consolidating
duplicates keep the library efficient and manageable over time.

Accessibility and inclusive design
Accessible PDFs ensure that content is usable by a wider audience. Features such as selectable text, proper heading



structure, and alternative text for images support screen readers and assistive technologies. When First Treasurer Of The
United States follows accessibility best practices, it becomes more inclusive and user-friendly.

Accessibility also improves general usability. Clear structure and logical navigation benefit all users, not just those relying on
assistive tools.

Long-term archiving strategies

For long-term storage, PDFs are among the most reliable formats available. Using standardized PDF versions and
maintaining multiple backups ensures future access. Storing First Treasurer Of The United States in both local and cloud-
based systems protects against hardware failure and accidental deletion.

Documenting version history further enhances long-term usability. Clear version labels help users identify updates and avoid
confusion when multiple editions exist.

Best practices for professional and academic use

In professional and academic environments, PDFs are often used as official records. Maintaining clean formatting, consistent
structure, and reliable metadata enhances credibility. When sharing First Treasurer Of The United States, ensuring accuracy
and clarity reinforces its value as a trusted resource.

Proper citation and referencing within PDFs also support academic integrity. Hyperlinked references allow readers to explore
related materials efficiently, adding depth and context to the content.

Future-proofing PDF usage

Technology continues to evolve, but PDFs remain adaptable. Staying informed about updated standards and tools ensures
ongoing compatibility. Regularly reviewing storage methods, security practices, and reader software helps keep First
Treasurer Of The United States accessible in the long term.

Adopting widely supported features rather than proprietary extensions increases the likelihood that PDFs will remain usable
across future platforms and devices.

Final thoughts on maximizing PDF potential

PDF files are more than simple digital pages—they are powerful containers for structured information. By applying effective
navigation, organization, security, and accessibility practices, users can fully leverage First Treasurer Of The United States in
PDF format. With thoughtful management and consistent habits, PDFs remain a dependable medium for learning, research,
and professional documentation well into the future.

The Unsung Architect: Michael Hillegas, America's First
Treasurer

When we think of the Founding Fathers, names like Washington, Jefferson, and Hamilton often spring to mind. Their
monumental contributions to the birth and early governance of the United States are etched in history. Yet, behind the
grand pronouncements and revolutionary battles, a vital, albeit less celebrated, figure played an indispensable role in laying
the very financial foundation of the nascent nation. This was Michael Hillegas, the first Treasurer of the United States. His
quiet diligence, unwavering integrity, and astute management were instrumental in navigating the treacherous economic
waters of the American Revolution and the fragile early years of the republic. This article delves into the life, responsibilities,
and enduring legacy of this crucial, often overlooked, architect of American finance.
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From Colonial Merchant to Revolutionary Financier

Born in Philadelphia in 1729, Michael Hillegas was a product of the burgeoning colonial society. He hailed from a family with
a strong mercantile background, a path he himself would vigorously pursue. By his early adulthood, Hillegas had established
himself as a successful businessman, involved in shipping, merchandising, and land speculation. This practical, hands-on
experience in managing complex financial dealings would prove invaluable when he was called upon to serve his country.

His public service began at the local level. Hillegas served in various capacities within Philadelphia, including as a member of
the city council and as a sheriff. These roles provided him with a deep understanding of civic administration and the
challenges of public finance. However, it was his election to the Pennsylvania Assembly that marked a significant escalation
in his political involvement. It was during this period that the rumblings of revolution grew louder, and Hillegas, like many of
his contemporaries, found himself increasingly drawn into the political and economic debates surrounding British rule.

The Birth of a Nation and the Need for Financial Stability

The American Revolution was not just a military struggle; it was a monumental undertaking that demanded immense
financial resources. The Continental Congress, the governing body of the fledgling nation, faced an unprecedented
challenge: how to fund a war against the most powerful empire in the world without a centralized tax system, established
banks, or a stable currency. This is where the role of the Treasurer became paramount. The Continental Congress recognized
the urgent need for a dedicated individual to manage its finances, receive and disburse funds, and maintain accurate
records.

In July 1775, the Continental Congress took a pivotal step by establishing the office of Treasurer. The choice of Michael
Hillegas for this inaugural position was a testament to his growing reputation as a man of probity and financial acumen. He
was not a firebrand politician or a renowned military leader, but rather a steady hand, a meticulous record-keeper, and a
trusted steward of public funds. His appointment was a pragmatic decision, recognizing that the success of the Revolution
hinged as much on sound financial management as on battlefield victories.

The Responsibilities of the First Treasurer

Michael Hillegas’s role as the first Treasurer of the United States was multifaceted and fraught with difficulty. He was
essentially the custodian of the Continental Congress’s treasury, a position that demanded immense responsibility and trust.
His duties included:

Receiving and Disbursing Funds

This was perhaps the most fundamental aspect of his job. Hillegas was responsible for receiving all monies that came into
the possession of the Continental Congress, whether from loans, contributions, or the issuance of paper money. He then had
to disburse these funds to various committees and individuals for the prosecution of the war, the payment of soldiers, and
the general operations of the government. This involved careful accounting and ensuring that funds were allocated
appropriately, often under immense pressure and with limited resources.

Issuing and Managing Currency

A significant challenge for Hillegas was the issuance and management of Continental currency, often referred to as
"Continentals." This paper money was printed to finance the war effort, but it quickly suffered from inflation due to over-
issuance and a lack of backing. Hillegas was involved in the practical aspects of this process, ensuring that the currency was
printed and distributed. The depreciation of this currency would become a major economic problem, and Hillegas, while not
solely responsible for its creation, bore the brunt of managing its circulation and the ensuing public distrust.

Maintaining Financial Records

In an era before modern accounting systems, Hillegas’s meticulous record-keeping was crucial. He had to maintain detailed
ledgers of all receipts and expenditures, providing transparency and accountability for the use of public funds. These records



were essential for the Continental Congress to track its financial position and make informed decisions. His commitment to
accuracy helped build confidence in the nascent government's ability to manage its finances responsibly.

Securing Loans and Managing Debt

The Continental Congress relied heavily on borrowing to fund the war. Hillegas was involved in the process of securing loans,
both domestically and from foreign powers. He had to manage the nation's growing debt, negotiating terms and ensuring
timely repayment to the extent possible. This required a deep understanding of financial markets and a credible standing,
which Hillegas worked hard to cultivate.

Navigating the Economic Storms of War

The American Revolution was a period of extreme economic hardship. The colonies faced blockades, disrupted trade, and a
general scarcity of goods. The Continental currency's rapid depreciation, often referred to as "the great depreciation,"
created immense challenges for Hillegas. The value of the money he was tasked with managing dwindled, making it
increasingly difficult to procure supplies and pay soldiers. This period tested his resolve and his ability to find innovative
solutions in a constantly shifting economic landscape.

Despite the severe inflation and the scarcity of hard currency, Hillegas remained steadfast in his duties. He worked tirelessly
to secure what funds were available and to ensure their efficient distribution. His dedication in the face of such adversity
highlights his unwavering commitment to the cause of American independence. He was a quiet pillar of strength in the
nation's financial infrastructure, often operating in the shadow of more prominent figures.

Post-Revolution and the Transition to the New Republic

With the successful conclusion of the Revolutionary War, the United States transitioned from a confederation to a federal
republic under the Constitution in 1789. The establishment of a stronger federal government necessitated a restructuring of
its financial institutions. While Alexander Hamilton, as the first Secretary of the Treasury under the new Constitution, is
widely credited with shaping the nation's financial system, Michael Hillegas had already laid much of the groundwork.

Hillegas continued to serve as Treasurer under the new constitutional government until his death in 1794. This period saw
the initial implementation of Hamilton's ambitious financial plan, including the establishment of a national bank and the
assumption of state debts. Hillegas, though perhaps less involved in the grand policy pronouncements, was still the
operational head of the Treasury, ensuring the day-to-day functioning of the financial apparatus.

Legacy and Recognition

Michael Hillegas's contributions, though often overshadowed by his more famous contemporaries, are undeniable. He was
the steady hand that guided the fledgling nation’s finances through its most perilous period. His integrity, diligence, and
unwavering commitment to public service were essential in establishing the credibility of the Continental Congress and,
later, the new federal government. He was a foundational figure in the establishment of American fiscal policy,
demonstrating the critical importance of responsible financial management in nation-building.

The office of Treasurer of the United States, which Hillegas first occupied, remains a vital component of the Treasury
Department today. While the responsibilities have evolved significantly with the growth and complexity of the American
economy, the core principles of safeguarding public funds and maintaining financial order endure.

In a nation that often lionizes its military heroes and political visionaries, it is crucial to remember and acknowledge the
contributions of individuals like Michael Hillegas. He represents the indispensable administrative backbone of the nation’s
founding, proving that the quiet, consistent application of sound financial principles can be as revolutionary as any battle
cry. He was, in essence, the first keeper of America’s financial destiny, an unsung architect whose work continues to
resonate in the economic stability of the United States today.
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